




The Many Voices of 
Russia

It is 1990 and a journal sits alone in a cold glass 
case in a museum.  It is a compilation of writ-
ing, art, and poetry created between 1905 and 

1917 by eight people who lived in Russia.  They 
range from poets to prisoners, artists to rail 

road workers.  They all have some involvement 
in the revolution.  Their writings and art, dis-
covered throughout Russia, have been pieced 

together to form a story of those years.        
      





Галина Волков
Galina Volkov, or Галина Волков, was born in 1888. 
By 1905, she was living in St. Petersburg, Russia. She 
fought for the revolution and in later years, women’s 
rights. There is little information about her other 
than these few journal entries and her artwork. Her 
sketches mostly focused on domestic life, depicting 
her peasant upbringing. Date and cause of death are 
unknown. 

















Дамир Иванов
Damir Ivanov was born a peasant in 1876 and disap-
peared in 1906 at the same time his wife disappeared 
from Siberia. It is unknown whether he survived with 
his wife and lived to see the end of the revolution. 













Аня Лагошин
Anja Lagoshin was born on May 3rd, 1888 to a 
wealthy family in, what is now known as, St. Peters-
burg. She was a Russian poet and was infatuated with 
the revolution. Lagoshin was a big part of the wom-
en’s suffrage movement in 1917. She got sick shortly 
after and died on July 4th, 1917.













Александра Попов
Alexandra Popov was a revolutionary artist. She was 
born sometime during 1891 and died in 1917 before 
the revolution succeeded. Alexandra tried to escape 
and was caught and killed on the spot. She never got 
to see her dream come true. Alexandra loved draw-
ing with colorful pastels and bold letters. Her legacy 
lives on in her art. 













Мартин Теплов
Who is this man who never gives up? Why does he 
never give up? And what can we learn from him? 
Martin Teplov, a political prisoner who became an 
activist for the rights of poor people in Russia, is an 
inspiration to everyone. As a child he was mistreated 
by the noble class. He decided then that he would do 
everything he could to make sure that other people 
were not mistreated. It was difficult at first, but he 
knew it was the right thing to do, so Martin, even 
after his arrest as a teenager, could not be stopped.  









Николай 
Nikolai  (last name unknown)









Владимир
Владимир or Vladimir (last name unknown,) was 
a guard who worked at the mines of Katorga. These 
are the only pages found of the journal he kept while 
in Siberia. Shortly after the second event recorded in 
this museum he killed himself for reasons that are 
still argued upon by scholars today.













Лео Козлов     
Leo Kozlov was born in 1884 in northeast Siberia to 
a working-class family.  He was a poet and a writer 
who experimented with words.  He took pieces of his 
soul and threw them into the world.  No evidence of 
any other writing of his exists before or after what he 
wrote in 1912 except for a small poem that he wrote 
four years later in 1916.  He wrote it in a labor camp 
at the mines of Kara where he was sent as a political 
prisoner.  The lead up to this is unknown.   

















Катерина 
Брешковская
Katerina Breshkovskaya (Katya) was born in 1844 to 
an aristocratic family. She spent her whole life fight-
ing for the revolution and spent many years in prison 
and in exile. This was found by a reporter in 1917 on 
the train car in which Katya road out of Siberia. Un-
fortunately it is almost impossible to read so we have 
typed it up so you can read her beautiful words. In 
this writing she talks about her childhood and what 
she wanted for mother Russia. After the Bolshevik 
revolution in October 1917, she was forced to flee to 
Czechoslovakia, where she died, aged 90.



I’ve been told there has been a 
revolution. I’m not sure if I 
should believe the guards or not. 
Right now I am on the train suppos-
edly going to the capital. I hope 
that what they say is true. So many 
people have been working toward 
this their whole lives. Of course 
we would still have more to do but 
it would be a giant step to reach-
ing equality.

I remember when I must only have 
been six years old, I would stare 
at the clouds, and see the most 
amazing images. The clouds told 
stories better than books, of far 
away lands and how I could get 
there. All I did for six years 
of my life was dream. I want ev-
ery child to have that experience. 
Knowing so much and being able to 
imagine what it would be like to 
see it.

But after those six years I started 
seeing things I didn’t want to see. 
Things that would seep into the 
stories the clouds told me. I would 
see children starving instead of 



happy; broken down shacks instead 
of beautiful palaces. I missed see-
ing beautiful things and happy peo-
ple. I wanted that back so much. I 
decided that no child should ever 
go hungry, or have to see another 
child starve. I want my dreams to 
become a reality.
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